
80 § 1357.51 KNOX-KEENE ACT 

(8) “Nongrandfathered health benefit plan” means a health benefit plan 
that is not a grandfathered health plan as defined in Section 1251 of PPACA. 

(9) “PPACA” means the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (Public Law 111-148), as amended by the federal Health Care and 
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-152), and any rules, 
regulations, or guidance issued pursuant to that law. 

HISTORY: 
Added Stats 2012 ch 852 § 4 (AB 1083), 

effective January 1, 2013, operative January 1, 
2014. 

§ 1357.51. Preexisting condition; Waivered condition 

(a) A health benefit plan for group coverage shall not impose any preexisting 
condition provision or waivered condition provision upon any enrollee. 

(b)(1) A nongrandfathered health benefit plan for individual coverage shall 
not impose any preexisting condition provision or waivered condition provi­
sion upon any enrollee. 

(2) A grandfathered health benefit plan for individual coverage shall not 
exclude coverage on the basis of a waivered condition provision or preexist­
ing condition provision for a period greater than 12 months following the 
enrollee’s effective date of coverage, nor limit or exclude coverage for a 
specific enrollee by type of illness, treatment, medical condition, or accident, 
except for satisfaction of a preexisting condition provision or waivered 
condition provision pursuant to this article. Waivered condition provisions or 
preexisting condition provisions contained in individual grandfathered 
health benefit plans may relate only to conditions for which medical advice, 
diagnosis, care, or treatment, including use of prescription drugs, was 
recommended or received from a licensed health practitioner during the 12 
months immediately preceding the effective date of coverage. 

(3) In determining whether a preexisting condition provision or a waiv­
ered condition provision applies to an individual under this subdivision, a 
plan shall credit the time the individual was covered under creditable 
coverage, provided that the individual becomes eligible for coverage under 
the succeeding plan contract within 62 days of termination of prior coverage 
and applies for coverage under the succeeding plan within the applicable 
enrollment period. 
(c) A health benefit plan for group or individual coverage shall not impose 

any waiting or affiliation period. 

HISTORY: 
Added Stats 2012 ch 852 § 4 (AB 1083), 

effective January 1, 2013, operative January 1, 
2014. Amended Stats 2013 1st Ex Sess 2013-
2014 ch 2 § 2 (SBX1-2), effective September 30, 

2013; Stats 2014 ch 71 § 83 (SB 1304), effective 
January 1, 2015, ch 195 § 2 (SB 1034), effective 
January 1, 2015 (ch 195 prevails); Stats 2021 
ch 764 § 1 (SB 326), effective January 1, 2022. 

§ 1357.52. Exclusion criteria 

A health benefit plan for group coverage shall not establish rules for 
eligibility, including continued eligibility, of an individual, or dependent of an 
individual, to enroll under the terms of the plan based on any of the following 
health status-related factors: 

(a) Health status. 


